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It's that time of the year again, when London's French expats get to vote for the
"Francais of the Year" awards to choose fellow countrymen who live in the UK working
the areas of business, art, food, and sports.
In spite of the credit crunch, with more than 350,000 French expats, London is the
seventh largest French city in the world. Voting starts next week on July 14, Bastille Day,
through to the end of September.
This year's business nominees include London Stock Exchange boss Xavier Rolet ,
Geoffroy de la Bourdonnaye of retailer Liberty, and Tidjane Thiam , chief executive of
Prudential. Chefs include Joel Robuchon of L'Atelier and Claude Bosi of Hibiscus and
with sportsmen including Nicolas Anelka of Chelsea and Patrice Evra of Manchester
United. For more information, go to www.francais-of-the-year.com
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No NoW, no
comment
Interviewlng the boss is
never easy, but it's never
good politics to ask about
a possible sticky business
situation even if it is the
talk of the town.

Chatting to Rupert
Murdoch, at the Allen &
Co media conference in
Sun Valley, Idakio, Fox
Businass Mews anchorman
Stuart Vamey opened up
by saying the whole
eountry (L5} and Raw
York was “buzming” about
the Mews of the Wirld
story, When Mr Murdoch
answered “naly, I'm not
going to talk about that
1sgue today, sy Me
Vamey backed off in
mill=econds. “0E, no
worries Mr chairman,
that’s fne Wit me"

Mr Murdoch then noted
the gloomy outlook
amang exerutives at the
CONFETBACE Q1L AN BEOTIle
recovery, noting: “It's
going to take vears and
VEars . . fives years at
least," Asked about
turning “analogue dollars”
mto “digital dollars” he

| Twested axcitedly oo his
| arrlval.

In spite of the
pessimigtie predictions
about Twitter's business
mided by some leading

| media executives there, his
| enthustasm fatlesd to dim

| throughout the weal: “Met
| Warpen Buffett today! Told
| him 1 was from Nebrasks;
| he said he had to check

| me out — & ot of panple
clalmy to be fram NE just
for status,"

sald “we've daing it now at

the Wall Street Journal™,
widling that the paper had
more plang up (ks slesve.

MNebraska to Idaho

Evan Williams, chief

cxceutive of Twitter, made | |

his debut at the Allen &
Co conference thls year.
“I'm in Idaho. Mever bean
to Idaho. Hello, Tdaho!" he

| M&S's
| Duwchess of Comwall

Sun Valley bowa-in: BIl Gates of
(midcle). Twitters Evan Williams (right)

Microsolt (left), R upert Mur_dm:h and his wife Wandi

| Live another day

Having survived the

| annual mesting this weals,
| Marks and Spencer bosa
| 8ir Stuart Rose welcomed

Prince Charles and
Camilla, Duchess of
Cornwall to the retailer’s

RcrrbrgReutars |

Year" awards to chooss
fellow countrymen whe

| live in the UK working the |
| areas of business. arl, food, |

and sports.

Ins gpkte of the oroedit
crunch, with more than
450,000 French cxpats,

| London is the seventh

At the start of the week, §
the FTs world trade editon |
Alan Beattle celebrated the
publication of his boak
Falswe Ermompr A
Surprising Economic
History! of the World -
which explaoves B smirt
ar stupid choices thet
determine whether a
countey's seonomic
development 2 succassiul.
Labour MP and femer

| | development secretary

Clare Short sipped on
white wine, and oplned
how some celebrities had
gotten more out of Africa
| than Africa had potten out
| of themn, befors
| eomplaining about her
teath affor her visit to the
dentist earlier on.

Young gun
Dially Mall and General
Trust's Lord Rothermere is
| to chair the new Imperial
War Museum Foundatlon,
| sab up ko raise funds for its
long-term ve-development
| programme and the

Westfield store to mark the | largest French city in the | permanent World War

| chains 125th anniversary
| celehrations.

| warld. Voting starts next
| weak on July 14, Bastille

Camilla, wearlng an ME&S | Day, through to the end

outfit from its Per Una
range, sampled the wins,
smelled the melons and

walked around the lingerie |

department with M&S
director Kate Bostock.
Ta Sir Stuart's melief,

| the Duchess said she

Frequently shoppsd at
M&S's Marble Arch store

amdl bought her swim suits

from the retailer.

Gaellic influence

Tt's that time: of the year
again, when London's
French expats get to vote
for the "Frangals of the

of September.
| This year's business
nrmlnees inclisds London
Stock Exchange boes
| Xavier Rolet, Genffroy de
| Ia Bourdomnaye of retailer
Liberty. and Tidjane
Thiam, chief executive of
Prudential. Cheds includs

| galleries, which last had a

refurk in the late 18608,
Lord Rethermere is said

to be a regular visitor but
hiz Family’s link with the

| Imperial War Museum

| dates back o the 1980s

| when the first ¥iscount

| Rothermers offered the
museum tha wsa of the
Bethlem Royal hrspital. He
had originally intended to

Joel Bobuchon of L'Atelier | demolish the building to

and Clande Bosi of
Hibizcus and with
sportemen including
Nicolas Anelka of Chelses
Al Palrigs Evrs uf
Manchester Unlted. Far
maore infarmation, go to
e, francais-ofife.

dodrr. i

| croate A park in memory of
his mother, Geraldine Mary
Hartnswarth, but in the
face of varions petithons,

| he providas the use af {he

| building, with a new

| musenm apening in 1935,

| peopledft.com



